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insurance against a very common and destructive disease. Whenever vaccination is condemned, it is usually through lack of knowledge concerning its limitations.
Hog cholera is widely distributed in all parts of the world, the heaviest losses being observed in those countries where hogs are raised in greatest numbers. The first reliable report of the disease in the United States was made in Ohio in 1833. It may have occurred before that time, but this date is usually accepted as the first official recognition of its existence in this country. Since that time the disease has spread to every state in the United States and causes an annual loss of at least $25,000,000.
Cause of hog cholera
It has been proved definitely that hog cholera is a contagious disease, even though one frequently hears statements to the contrary. Some farmers think cholera is caused by feeding pigs too much soft corn. While faulty feeding methods and filthy surroundings are always undesirable, such practices in themselves cannot cause cholera This disease can only be produced by a specific germ Weak and unthrifty pigs fall easier prey to the disease, but the weakness and unthriftiness is not the cause of cholera. It merely hastens death after the animals become infected.
The swine-grower who believes that cholera is caused by improper feeding, worms, necro, or a shortage of minerals in the diet is misinformed and sooner or later may suffer heavy losses. Even with much truthful publicity there are still many who refuse to accept the fact that a specific germ is responsible for hog cholera. This belief is further increased by the preposterous claims made by the venders of certain tonics, minerals and other so-called body-builders. The owner of swine who ignores the advice of his state agricultural college, experiment station or veterinarian, and looks to the itinerant peddler for his veterinary information is sadly handicapped.